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Brett Aggregates Ltd Candidate Site: A66 Whitehouse Farm 

Figure 1 Location of designated assets and PEA 

1. Whitehouse Farm

2. Ashman’s Group

3. Ruins of Woodham Walter Hall

4. Scheduled monument (shaded orange)



Brett Aggregates Ltd Candidate Site: A66 White House Farm 

April 2024 David Jarvis Associates Limited 

APPENDIX 2 – Desk Based Ecological Assessment 
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Bioscan (UK) Ltd 
The Old Parlour 
Little Baldon Farm 
Little Baldon 
Oxford 
OX44 9PU 

Tel: +44 (0) 1865 341321 
bioscan@bioscanuk.com 
www.bioscanuk.com 

26th February 2024 
Our Ref: 24/Brett Essex MLP/01 

Dear Mr Treacy, 

WHITEHOUSE FARM 
BRETT ESSEX MLP RAG ASSESSMENT (ECOLOGY) 

DESK-BASED ECOLOGICAL ASSESSMENT 

As instructed on 26th February 2024, please see attached our comments on the Essex MLP RAG assessment for 
Whitehouse Farm, and assessment of how the strategic amendments to this application further to detailed desk-
based ecological assessment designed to ameliorate potential impacts on key receptors could affect the RAG rating. 

This assessment is informed by information obtained from the RAG assessment, Natural England’s MAGIC website 
https://magic.defra.gov.uk/home.htm, and relevant citation documents for protected sites.  

Whitehouse Farm 

The site predominantly comprises arable habitat, typically assessed to have overall low ecological value. 

In approximate order of potential significance, the key ecological considerations for White House Farm (together 
with steps taken to reduce them) are assessed to be:  

1) Impacts to / via Watercourse West of Site

The watercourse west of the Site has a hydrological connection to the River Chelmer, which then flows into the Essex 
Estuaries SAC, Blackwater Estuary (Mid-Essex Coast Phase 4) SPA, Blackwater Estuary (Mid-Essex Coast Phase 4) 
Ramsar Site and Blackwater Estuary SSSI approximately 6km downstream. This direct hydrological connection is a 
potential vector for any impacts relating to water quality or water quantity.  

A less significant, but related, point is that the connecting waterway on the western side of the site is designated as 
The Wilderness Local Wildlife Site.  

The Manor Complex Local Wildlife Site (comprising woodland and Lowland Dry Acid Grassland Priority Habitat) is 
also noted to be c. 1km downstream.  

The Site also contains a ditch which runs south from Whitehouse Farm, then turns west to connect to the stream 
(noted to be dry during the survey, so may only carry water during high rainfall events).  







arable land typically results in the lowest level of ecological impacts overall, as arable habitat typically has low 
ecological value.  

Other Priority Habitats within 1km (lowland mixed deciduous woodland, traditional orchard, open mosaic habitat). 
No significant impacts to offsite priority habitats anticipated.  

Appropriate mitigation measures will be taken to minimise light spill at boundary features (e.g. a sensitive lighting 
scheme), minimise dust, and minimise noise (using noise attenuation bunds where appropriate). The access road will 
be situated with a view to minimising impacts on ecology.  

To conclude overall, with the drawing back of the western boundary, minimal residual ecological impacts are 
anticipated. With reference to the RAG Sensitivity Methodology, and in light of the above assessment, it is 
considered likely that the revised application Site would be rated no higher than AMBER-GREEN for Biodiversity. 

I hope the above is of assistance. 

Yours sincerely,  
FOR AND ON BEHALF OF BIOSCAN (UK) LTD 

Geoff Moxon 
Principal Ecologist 




